Equality and Human Rights Commission

What governments
across the UK
need to do about
human rights

Who we are
We are called the
Equality and Human Rights Commission.

We work to make sure everyone
is treated fairly and gets their rights.

What this report is about
This report says what we want
governments across the UK to do about
human rights.
This means the UK government
and the governments in Scotland and Wales.

Human rights are rights that everyone has.
Like the right to go to school or have a family.

Every 5 years a group of people check how
the UK Government is doing on human rights.
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This group of people is from
the United Nations.

The United Nations is a group of countries
that work to make the world a better place.
The group checks how all countries
in the world are doing on human rights.

They write a report about what countries
need to work on next.

Our job is to tell this group what we think
the UK Government needs to do about
human rights.

This report tells you more.
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What we want the
UK Government to work on
Some of this work is for the governments
in Scotland and Wales to do as well.

A plan about human rights
The Government should make a plan
about how it will improve human rights.

1. Make sure the UK has good laws
about human rights
The Government wants to change the law
about human rights.

They should make sure the new law
gives people the same rights.
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The Government should also:
 look at other laws in the world about
human rights and make sure they happen
in the UK

 make everything in the Equality Act 2010
happen. This is a law about treating
everyone fairly.

2. Make sure people have enough
support and money to live on
This is about things like benefits money
and support that some people need.

The Government should make sure:
 the money they spend on benefits
and support is fair for all groups of people

 all children get what they need
and are not poor

5

The Government should:
 say why they are changing
the money for benefits and support
and how this is fair for everyone

 change things if they find people
are being treated unfairly

 make a plan about support for
Gypsies and Travellers
Gypsies and Travellers are people
who may want to move from place to place
more often.
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3. Stop hate crime and violence
Hate crime is crime that happens to someone
because of who they are.
For example, someone may hurt them
because they are disabled or from
a different culture.

The Government should:
 say how the new plan to stop hate crime
is working

 work with other groups to find new ways
to stop hate crime happening

 look at the laws to see if anything needs
to change

 do more to stop TV, radio and the news
talking about some people in a bad way

 do more to stop violence against
women and girls.
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4. Make sure people can get help
from the law
Many people find it hard to get help
from the law if they are treated unfairly.

The Government should:

 look at the law about the money
and support people can get to go to court

 see how the law is working for
disabled people, people from
different cultures, women and children

 look at the money people have to pay
to get help if they are treated unfairly
For example, if they are treated unfairly
at work
 change anything that is unfair
about all of this.
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5. Help people who are forced
to do things like move to
another country, work for free
or have sex with people for money

The Government should:
 check how well the laws to stop this
are working

 change the laws if they need to

 make it easier to find out who this
is happening to and what support they need

 make sure children who come to the UK
alone are safe and have someone
to look after them.

9

6. Make sure everyone is treated fairly
at work
The Government should do more
to make sure:
 everyone has a fair chance of getting a job

 more disabled people can have a job

 everyone is paid fairly for full time
and part time work
For example, women, men, people from
different cultures and disabled people

 the National Living Wage is working for
women and young people
The National Living Wage is the money
the government thinks people over 25
need to earn to live on.
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7. Make sure people and
their information can be private
The Government should make sure:
 the law does not take away people’s right
to be private
 the law says there must be checks
to make sure this happens.

8. Keep people in prisons
or places like it safe

The Government should make sure:
 there is a plan about how to keep
people in prison safe

 young people in prisons and other places
are treated fairly
For example, they should not be
locked away on their own.
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The Government should work to make sure:
 people with mental health problems
are not kept in police cells

 people who move here
from other countries are not locked up
in places unless they need to be
If this happens, it should not be
for more than 28 days

 pregnant women and children
are not locked up in this way and are safe

9. Make stop and search fairer
This is when the police stop people
in the street if they think they may have done
something wrong.

The Government should make sure
the police only do this if they can show
they need to and it is legal.
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10. Look in to bad things
that the army may have done
in other countries
The UK Government should look into any
problems like this soon.

For example, if they think the army may have
treated people in other countries badly.

11. Make sure everyone gets
good healthcare
The Government should:
 look at how healthcare is working
for different groups of people
 change anything that is unfair

 make sure there is enough money
for mental health care

 make sure health staff care for people
who need more support in the right way
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12. Good education for every child
The Government should make sure:
 all children get a good education
and can do well
For example, children who are poorer
or who need more support

 schools do not stop children going there
unless they really need to
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