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The Equality and 
Human Rights
Commission 

 

 

Is Wales
Fairer? 
The state of equality

and human rights

2015 

Easy Read 

The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission has been set up by the 
Government to look at Equality and 
Human Rights in Britain. 

Equality and Human Rights is about 
being fair to everyone and treating 
people with the respect they deserve. 

We have to check that everyone has 
an equal chance to live the life they 
want. 

We write reports on this every few 
years. 

We have looked at lots of information 
and we have talked to many different 
groups of people. 

This is the easy read version of our 
report on Equality and Human Rights 
in Wales. 
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    About Wales 


People are living longer and so there 
are more older people in Wales. 

There are more black people in Wales 
than 10 years ago. 

More people are getting married and 
staying married. 

More people are saying that they have 
no religion. 
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Over the last 5 years there has  
been less money to spend on  
services for people. 

Wales is covered by laws about 
Human Rights and Equality for the 
whole of the UK. 

Wales also has it’s own parliament.  
It has passed some laws for Wales 
which also help Human Rights and 
Equality. 
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Main challenges 

We have found 7 things that we 
should focus on:

1.
 

2.
 

3.
 

4.
 

Help everyone to do well 
at school 

Make getting a job fairer 
for everyone 

Improve the places that 
people live in 

Make sure that everyone can 
use the courts to protect their 
rights. Make sure everyone 
can vote in elections 
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5.
 

6.
 

7.
 

Make it easier for everyone to 
get a mental health service 
when they need one 

Stop the abuse of people who 
are being looked after in 
homes or in prison 

Stop violence and harassment 
in the community. 
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Help everyone to 1. do well at school
 

We have found that children from 
some communities are doing badly at 
school. 

These communities are:- 

• Children from Gypsy and Traveller 
communities 

• Children who are being looked-

after by their local council. This 

could be fostering or living in a 

children’s home
 

• Children with special educational 

needs 


We want to focus on these groups and 
work to help them to do better at 
school. 
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We also want to:

• Stop bullying in school 

• Cut the number of children who 
are being thrown out of school 
because of bad behaviour 

Fair chance to 
get a job2. 

Less than half of disabled people have 
a job, but nearly three quarters of 
other people have paid work. 

Only half of people from black and 
ethnic minority groups have a job, but  
nearly three quarters of all white 
people have paid work. 
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There are less young people 
unemployed than five years ago - but 
more older people do have a job. 

On average men are still being paid 
more than women but the gap is 
smaller than 5 years ago. 

The average wage of young people is 
going down compared with 35 - 44 
year olds. 

In Wales white people earn on 
average £1 an hour more than for 
black people. 

The wages for lower paid jobs has 
gone down, but the average wage for 
higher paid jobs has stayed the same. 
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Women and people from black and 
ethnic minority communities are more 
likely to be in low paid jobs. 

The numbers of women in top jobs in 
Health and the Police has gone down. 

In Britain, one in nine pregnant 
women or new mothers were made to 
leave their jobs. 

Our priorities are:- 

• Increase the number of young 
people, disabled people, and 
ethnic minority people in paid jobs 

• Work to make the average wages 
for young people, ethnic minorities 
and women the same as  
everyone else.  
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Improve living 
conditions3. 

Nearly one in four people in Wales live 
in poverty. 

For children nearly one in three live in 
poverty. Girls are more likely to be 
living in poverty than boys. 

Over a quarter of disabled people live 
in poverty. 

More than a third of people from black 
and ethnic minority communities live 
in poverty. 

There are now fewer people being 
supported to live in care homes. Fewer 
people are being supported to live in 
the community than 5 years ago. 
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There has been a small increase in the 
number of children going to nursery. 

More houses are good places to live. 

Many more people are homeless on 
average than in England. 

Many bus routes have been cut in 
Wales over the last 5 years. 

The most important things to do are: 

✓To reduce poverty especially 
children, disabled people and 
ethnic minority people. 

✓Improve access to care for older 
people and children. 

✓Reduce homelessness. 

i13
 



 

 

 

 

 

Better access to 
justice4. 

Poor people used to be able to get 
money from the government called 
“Legal Aid” to help them to
go to court to get their rights. 

The rules have changed so it is harder 
to get Legal Aid. This means that 
poorer people find it harder to get 
help in court. 

These groups of people are less likely 
to get involved in politics: black and 
ethnic minorities, gay people. 

Only a quarter of local councillors are 
in Wales are women. 
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Young people, poor people and people 
from black and ethnic minority groups 
are less likely to register to vote than 
other people. 

We want to:- 

• Make sure that everyone has the 
same chance of using the courts 
to protect their rights. 

• Get more people taking part in 
politics and elections. 
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Better access to 
mental health 
services5. 

Poor mental health is the most 
common cause of disability in Britain. 

Only a quarter of people with mental 
health problems get any treatment. 

There are less hospital beds for people 
with mental health problems in Wales 
than 5 years ago. 

More and more children and young 
people are wanting help for mental 
health problems. 

In Wales there has been a big 
increase in the number of people who 
have taken their own lives. 
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Transgender people, Gypsies and 
Travellers, and homeless people have 
more difficulty getting help with 
mental health problems than other 
people. 

On average men with mental health 
problems die 20 years earlier than 
other people. Women with Mental 
Health problems die on average 15 
years earlier. 

We want to:- 

• Make it easier for people to get a 
mental health service. 

• Reduce the number of men who 
are committing suicide. 
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Stop the abuse of
people in care 6. 

The people who inspect care services 
in Wales are saying that there have 
been improvements that will protect 
vulnerable people from abuse. But it is 
still a problem. 

A quarter of the care and nursing 
homes for older people in Wales are 
not good enough. 

The Welsh inspectors are looking at 
care services for adults with learning 
disabilities. 

There are lots more children being 
looked-after by their local councils in 
Wales. Most are in foster homes. 

Some foster schemes do not meet the 
right standards. This means they are 
not good enough. 
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There has been an increase of people, 
who have taken their own lives while 
in prison. 

Gypsies and Travellers are more likely 
to be abused in prison. 

We are worried about the abuse of 
children in detention centres. 

We want to: 

• Stop the abuse of children, and 
older people in hospitals and care 
homes. 

• Protect the human rights of people 
in prison and detention centres. 
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Stop violence and
abuse in the 
community7. 

People under 35 are more likely to be 
a victim of violent crime than older 
people. 

More children are being helped by 
Social Workers. This is because they 
are not being looked after properly or 
they are likely to come to harm. 

The same number of people are 
suffering from sexual abuse, but more 
people are reporting it. More people 
are being sent to prison for this crime. 

More people are reporting domestic 
abuse to the police. Domestic abuse 
is abuse which takes place at home - 
usually between a man and his wife. 
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Overall there is less hate crime than  
5 years ago. 

But there is more hate crime 
aimed at people because of their 
disability, religion or because they 
are transgender. 

In Wales three quarters of hate 
crimes are because of someones race. 

In Wales 7 out of every 100 adults say 
they have been discriminated against  
or abused in the last year. 

Discrimination is where someone is 
treated badly because of something 
they can’t change - like the colour of 
their skin or their disability 

We want to get rid of all violence, 
abuse and discrimination. 
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Next Steps
 

We hope that this report will help  
the Welsh government to decide  
what to do. 

There are elections to the National 
Assembly for Wales in May 2016. 

We want to encourage  
organisations in Wales to  
work towards a fairer country. 
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For more 
information 

If you need more information please contact 
us on: 

Tel: 02920 447710 

Email: wales@equalityhumanrights.com 

Web: www.equalityhumanrights.com/about
us/devolved-authorities/commission-wales 
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