Is Britain Fairer?
Work, income and the economy

Fairness is important to us all in Britain. We strive to be a society in
which everyone can achieve their potential and where people treat
each other with dignity and respect.
But what does fairness mean in terms of work,
income and the economy? Is Britain fairer
than it was 5 years ago?
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Housing standards are improving
Proportion of adults living in substandard housing in
England fell from 32.4% to 21%
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In Scotland the number of adults living in housing that did
not meet the Scottish Housing Quality Standard has fallen
from 65.4% in 2008 to 50.4% in 2013
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However, more people
are homeless
The number of people sleeping rough in
England was up 37% in 2013 compared to 2010
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Earnings are decreasing and
many people are in low paid work

Poverty is a challenge in Britain
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Poverty rates of adults in 2012/13
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In 2013, people are paid roughly
65p less per hour in real terms
than in 2008, affecting some
people more than others:
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Child poverty has decreased
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Poverty rates in 2013 were higher for children in households
headed by someone from an ethnic minority than someone
from the White ethnic group.

Of the 5.2m people in low paid work

3.2m of these are women
and women account for three-quarters
of the 6m part-time workforce, which is
particularly at risk of low pay
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3 in 4 workers do not escape from
low pay over a 10 year period
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and those working part-time, single parents,
older workers and people with disabilities seem
to find escaping from low pay especially difficult

Trafficking has increased for both
children and adults in the UK:
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of children reported
as trafficked in 2013
were UK nationals.
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But unemployment is
affecting more people

Over 1 in 5
economically active 16-24 year olds were
looking for work across England, Scotland
and Wales in 2013 compared to less than
one in 10 for most other age groups.

Employment for young people has
reduced more than 5 percentage
points in England, Scotland and
Wales from 2008 to 2013
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In 2013, the employment rate in Great Britain
was 47.5% for disabled people compared to
78.3% for non-disabled people
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2x

By 2013, someone from an ethnic
minority group was over twice as
likely to be unemployed than
someone from a white ethnic group

Using the evidence that we have gathered there are areas where Britain has improved and got fairer, and areas
where it has got worse. Improvements need to be made across the board to really aim for a fairer Britain.

