
Fairness is important to us all in Britain. We strive to be a society
in which everyone can achieve their potential and where people treat 
each other with dignity and respect.
But is Britain fairer than it was 5 years ago for justice,
security and right to life?

Is Britain Fairer?
Justice, security and right to life

2008/09 13.3

during or following police custody 
between 2007/08 and 2014/15.

Conditions of detention
Police custody

133 deaths 
In England and Wales, there have been

In England and Wales, there have been

444 
following police custody between 2007/08 
and 2014/15.

apparent
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Prisons

The number of serious assaults has 
risen by more than half (55% rise) 
over the past five years.

assault incidents

16,196
between 2010 and 2015.

Men’s prisons have become less safe 
over the past five years. There were

and White prisoners, 
were more likely to take 
their own lives.

Prisoners aged

 40-59

Health and social care
Several inquiries have found evidence of

Immigration detention
The UK is the only country in the 
European Union

abuse and neglect
for residents in care homes, especially 
for older people.

without a time limit on how
long it can detain people 
 subject to immigration controls.

No Improvements

Improvements

Children and young people
in custody
The treatment of 17 year olds in police 
custody had been brought into line with 
international human rights standards, but 

the minimum age of criminal
responsibility remains below
these standards.

Using the evidence that we have gathered there are areas where Britain has improved and got fairer, and areas 
where it has got worse. Improvements need to be made across the board to really aim for a fairer Britain.
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has decreased in England and Scotland

but there was no significant change in Wales
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Agree that the Criminal Justice 
System meets the needs of victims

49.5%

2012/13

47.2%

51.8%38.1%

Agree that the Scottish criminal 
justice system provides an 
appropriately high standard of 
service for victims of crime

55.2%42.7%

England

Scotland

Wales

64.1%53.9%

Agree that the Scottish criminal justice 
system serves all communities of 
Scotland equally and fairly

Fairness in the 
criminal justice 
system

per million

for victims aged 16 and over have decreased

2013/14 10.4

2013/14 13.4
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Homicide rates

Child sexual abuse and
exploitation
A number of high profile independent inquiries have 
highlighted serious issues in relation to child sexual abuse 
and exploitation in England and Wales, in terms of its 
prevention and the investigation of victims’ allegations.

This is now
the subject of

a statutory 
independent 

inquiry.


