
 

Conference on disability rights in Scotland 

On 6 March 2018, the Equality and Human Rights Commission and 
Scottish Human Rights Commission, in partnership with Inclusion 
Scotland and People First Scotland, held a conference in Edinburgh and 
Inverness about the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD).   

The conference took place six months after the UN Committee on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN Committee) reviewed the UK’s 
performance on disability rights. The aim of this conference was to hear 
from disabled people who attended the review and to discuss what 
action deaf and disabled people think the Scottish Government needs to 
take now to address the findings and recommendations made by the UN 
Committee. 

Over 100 people attended and, despite the courier not turning up in 
Edinburgh with the delegate packs and the problems with technology 
that meant we couldn’t broadcast the Question Time session live to 
Inverness, the feedback was overwhelmingly positive. 

This conference was in two parts. In the morning, a guest panel 
discussed questions submitted in advance of the conference from the 
audience. This was followed in the afternoon by workshops to discuss 
the UN Committee’s concerns and recommendations that are relevant to 
the work of the Scottish Government.  

 

Question Time Panel discussion 

The Panel discussion was chaired by Stephen Naysmith, Social Affairs 
correspondent at The Herald newspaper. The Panel was made up of 
people who attended the UN Committee review and contributed to the 
evidence provided to the UN Committee. These were:  

 

 Sally Witcher, Inclusion Scotland  

 Steven Robertson, People First Scotland 

 Cathy Asante, Scottish Human Rights Commission, and  

 Laura Hutchison, Equality and Human Rights Commission.  



 

The Scottish Government Minister for Social Security, Jeane Freeman 
MSP, was invited. However, she was unable to attend or send a 
representative. Ms. Freeman advised that she was looking forward to 
hearing the outcome of the conference.  

 

John McArdle from the Black Triangle Campaign had also planned to 
take part in the panel, but was unable to attend on the day. 

 

Workshops 

The workshops looked at the UN Committee concerns and 
recommendations that are within the devolved responsibilities of the 
Scottish Government. These were grouped into the following eight 
themes:  

 

1. Health  

2. Employment  

3. Education  

4. Access to justice and detention  

5. Independent living and social security 

6. Supported decision-making  

7. Accessibility of services and the wider environment. and 

8. Participation and action to implement UN CRPD. 

 
All eight workshops took place in Edinburgh and five took place in 
Inverness. 

 

Each workshop talked about: 

 The changes or actions Deaf and disabled people would like to see in 

Scotland over the next four-years and what this might look like 

 Who should lead on delivering change and when should it happen, 

and  

 How can we check that action is taken? 

 

Next steps 

A report setting out the views and experiences of Deaf and disabled 
people is due to be published very soon and can be used by disabled 
people and their representative organisations to encourage the Scottish 
Government to take action to make disabled people’s human rights a 
reality.  


